Creating Graphs
Graphing is an easy way to chart results, follow patterns and trends, and get a better idea of how numbers look inside a picture. To get an idea for graphing, we’re going to spend some time practicing and charting your classmates’ preferences for various things.

Start by making a short list of things that interest you and other teenagers. Think about favorite movies, stores, shopping malls, celebrities, books, video games...etc. 

Pick one of those, and choose 4 or 5 options for your classmates to choose. For example, I am going to poll my classmates about drink preferences. I chose milk, soda/pop, water, energy drinks, and other. To poll my classmates, I’ll make a little slash mark near each preference option and make sure I’ve polled everyone (DON’T FORGET TO POLL YOURSELF).

Example:

Milk: lll

Soda/Pop: llll llll

Water: llll llll llll 

Energy drinks: llll

Other: l

Once you’ve completed your survey, you’ll go to www.goodsearch.com (because I asked so nicely), and type in the phrase “Create A Graph”. Choose the first result below the blue box of sponsored results.

Once the page loads, you’ll be given a variety of options as far as graphs go. Choose “bar graph” for this exercise. You’ll be presented with options for graph color, size, etc. Please leave them alone for now—we want to focus on our results, not the color of the text. 

On the right side of the page you’ll see some tabs. Choose the ‘Data’ tab; here’s where you enter your data range, choices, and results. Title your graph. My graph is titled “Drink Preferences in My Class.” Your x-axis, the left to right line, should be titled ‘Data set’ or ‘options’. Your y-axis, the up and down line, should indicate the number of students you polled, for example: St. Gall Class of 2009.
The ‘source’ can be left blank, or you can enter, ‘My class.’

In ‘Data Set’ choose 4 or 5, whatever number of options you gave your classmates. In groups, choose just one, because you are only polling one group. Label the group ‘My class’ or ‘Class of ‘09’ or whatever. Label the items and enter the number of votes each item received. For example, I would enter:

water-12

Other-1

Milk-3

…and so on.

Your minimum value is 0, your max is 28 (the number of students you polled).

After this, please click on the print tab and print your graph and turn it in.

See? Graphing’s as easy as….well, you get the idea.
