Haiku Poetry
How do you say this word?

1. Haiku is pronounced “high-koo”.

What is a Haiku?

2. A Haiku is a traditional Japanese poem. It does not rhyme, and it is three short lines.

Why is it so short?

3. Haiku are never more than three lines long. Total, Haiku must have 17 syllables. 

How do you write a Haiku?

4. Haiku are almost always about nature: the seasons, animals, weather, etc. To get inspiration for your Haiku, just go outside!

How do I write a Haiku?

5. Haiku format is 5-7-5. The first line has 5 syllables, the second line is 7 syllables, and the third and final line has 5 syllables, just like the first line. You could almost think of a Haiku like a sandwich. 

What’s the point of a Haiku?

6. Haiku are meant to inspire the reader and help him or her consider nature. The point of a Haiku is to give the reader a brief glimpse of nature and paint a picture in his/her mind.

Your assignment, should you choose to accept it (and really, you have to accept it)…

You will randomly pick a Haiku from the pile. Read your Haiku a few times, and think of the picture it paints in your mind. Do you see trees in a forest? Animals in a field? Snow falling in the winter? Write down any ideas you may have and see which one stands out to you.

Using KidPix, illustrate your Haiku. You must include the text of the Haiku in your illustration, but you may illustrate it any way you wish. Be creative! Use colors, the paint functions…anything you want to help other readers see what you saw.

Example Haiku:

The summer river:

Although there is a bridge, my horse

goes through the water.

A whale!

Down it goes, and more and more

up goes its tail.

An old pond.

A frog jumps in—

The sound of water.
