Happy New Year!

My dearest 8th graders…how was your break? I hope it was a good one. I’m sure you’re well-rested and ready to get started on your final semester in elementary school. If you’re not….well, :-\ 


I want you to create a time capsule for 2008. What events will we look back on in future years? When your children ask you about 2008, what will you tell them? Who and what will history remember?

Write a brief paragraph (5 complete sentences) about each of these categories:

--Pop Culture (movies, movie stars, music, television, fashion (stuff you wear), internet sensations (you know…like the “Chocolate Rain” music video. That’s considered an internet sensation), anything featured on MTV….)

--Current Events (war in Iraq, war in Afghanistan, 2008 election, invasion of Gaza, Barack Obama’s Cabinet picks…)

--Sports/Athletes (winning teams, non-winning teams, Chicago teams, hyped up athletes, over-hyped athletes, teams that won the Super Bowl, World Series, etc…Michael Phelps, the Olympics in Beijing…)

--Personal milestones (did you have a memorable birthday, starting 8th grade, earning your first A, getting your first B (or worse?), joining a team or club…basically, anything that made 2008 a good year for you.)

In your paragraphs, you’ll want to answer the following questions:

· Why will history remember these people or events? 
· What about them is important enough that one day your child will study it/them in 8th grade?

· How will these people or events affect our future?
· Will history remember these events/people positively or negatively?

· Why do YOU think it’s important to remember these things?

You must put one picture related to each event next to each paragraph. One point per picture.

You may work with A partner. ONE partner per person. ONE. Not 3, not 2, not the two kids sitting next to you. ONE. You may even want to separate yourselves from another group so you’re not tempted. 

Due: Today. Yes, for real.

Worth: 30 points. Yes, for real.

