How has St. Gall School Prepared Me for High School and beyond.
As you prepare to graduate from elementary school, I would like you to think about how your time at St. Gall, however long or short, has prepared you for the future. Write an essay explaining how you are prepared. Elaborate. Don’t just say, “I have learned to be responsible.” How did you learn responsibility? Through clubs and athletic teams? By staying on top of your assignments and earning a place on the honor roll? Be specific and not general. The best essays will be added to the St. Gall website.

In your essay, I’d like you to answer these questions. You must pick 5 questions to answer.

1. What classes stand out in your memory? Which ones will you remember most? What did you take away from them that has prepared you for high school and college?

2. What assignments or projects stand out in your memory? What did you learn about? How did that project help you learn about a topic?

3. Are you involved in any clubs or teams at school? How has your involvement in those activities helped you prepare for life post-St. Gall? Were you team captain? Did you learn to be a leader by example? Did you learn that if you skipped practice or a concert because you “didn’t feel like going” that you let down your team?

4. If you are NOT involved in clubs and activities HERE, are you involved elsewhere? Do you play baseball or soccer for a team that’s not here at St. Gall? How has St. Gall helped you be an effective member of the community?

5. Speaking of the community, how has the diversity here at St. Gall prepared you for high school? Are you more aware now of different cultures, foods, people, religions, and ideas than you were before? Name a specific incident in which you were able to see that there’s more to life than just your perspective.

6. Think about religion for a moment. If you are Catholic, how did attending a Catholic school help your faith and your belief in God? Do you think you are more likely to attend church on your own and continue to practice your faith? If you are not Catholic, how did attending a Catholic school help you understand Christianity and Catholicism? How has this experience shaped your faith, whatever it may be?

7. Are there any models for your faith here at St. Gall? (Is there anyone who us a good example of faith and grace to you?) Even if you are not Catholic, is there a Catholic teacher here who has helped you understand the importance of faith in your life, whatever your faith may be?

8. Think about the different activities we sponsor here at St. Gall: the Halloween party, the dance, Fun in the Sun, the Back to School party…etc. Why do you think those activities are important to the school community?

9. What about your teachers? We all have different teaching styles and approaches to education. Has exposure to different teachers (older teachers, new teachers, nuns, lay people, specials teachers, English, Math, History, gym…whatever) helped you learn and grow as a student? What has learning from different teachers taught you about high school and how the work place will be for you when you graduate and get a job?

10. Everyday we recite a pledge: who we are and what we believe. What part of the pledge speaks to you as a person and helps remind you to be a respectful and responsible student?

