Take Me Out to the Global Ballpark
Many countries are trying to increase world popularity and viewership by shopping baseball around to a global market. A time-honored American pastime, expanding baseball to “the world’s pastime” means changes to the game, players, and fans. How will the sport change because of this? How does this affect the fans?

With a partner, read the article and answer the following questions:

a. Why are the New York Mets and Chicago Cubs playing an exhibition game in Tokyo on Wednesday, March 29? Can their American fans view it? How?

b. What is the ‘World Cup’? When would it be played? Who would play?

c. How many exhibition games have been played in Japan since 1908? What were the purposes of these games?

d. What has Major League Baseball done to encourage youth in foreign countries to become baseball players?

e. Why is Paul Beeston leading the American interest in baseball’s international possibilities? What does he expect to see as a result of his efforts?

f. How has Japan responded to the “American baseball invasion”?

g. How are American baseball players personally benefiting from the international exhibition games?

h. Many people would like to see baseball become an event in the Olympics. Why is this considered to be a problem? What are the conflicts? How could this be resolved?

i. What is blocking the path toward a world baseball tournament?

j. What does the absence of opening day on American soil mean for American fans?

k. Why would a foreign country with its own baseball league wish to have American teams play there?

l. Why doesn’t Major League Baseball in the United States want to create international baseball franchises?

m. The article states that a “baseball World Cup could reap rich rewards far beyond a two-game visit to a foreign country.” What could these rewards be?

With a partner, brainstorm a list of people who are involved with baseball who might support or oppose the world baseball cup. Think about it…players, fans, team owners, baseball fans overseas (maybe Americans stationed overseas, or citizens of other nations who are fans of baseball). You may be specific if you wish. You must come up with support for both sides of the argument. Who will support a world baseball tournament? Who will oppose it? You will write from one point of view either supporting or opposing world baseball tournaments, your partner will write from the other perspective.

