Writing Your Own Word Search!
Writing your own word search can be fun and is a great way to practice spelling and vocabulary words! But before you can do that, you’ve got to practice some simple steps.

1. Open Microsoft Excel.
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A spreadsheet page will open up in front of you. A spreadsheet looks like this:

3.  Across the top of your spreadsheet you’ll see the letters of the alphabet, A-Z. Down the spreadsheet, you’ll see a long list of numbers: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6….and so on.

4. Each little box you see in front of you is called a “cell”. These cells are too big to create a word search puzzle. To adjust them and make them smaller, you’ll need to move the lines that divide the cells. 

5. If you hover your mouse in between the letters A and B, you’ll see the cursor take a funny shape, a line with two arrows in it. Hold down the mouse, and drag it to the left so the line between A and B moves to the left. Cell A-1 will get smaller.

6. Do that for letters A through M, making each cell a little smaller.
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Instead of long cells, you should have a group of cells that are roughly the same size, like this (check out the blue shaded area):

8. Now here’s the fun part! You get to decide where you want your words to go!
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Each letter should take up one cell. For example, if one of your words is “Robot”, your formatting should look something like this:

10.  Your word search puzzle will stretch from letters A-M and numbers 1-15. Fill in your vocabulary words wherever you want, and they do not have to intersect. For example: 
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 Once all your vocabulary words are typed into the cells and you’re happy with it, it’s time to fill in the rest! Surround your vocabulary words with OTHER letters to hide your words. For example: 
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If it will make it easier, make your vocabulary words bold when you are filling in the extra letters so you don’t accidentally change your vocabulary words! 
13. When you’ve filled in all your extra letters, you’re nearly finished! Now below your word search, in cells 18-28, type your vocabulary words in the puzzle.

14. Make sure you un-bold your vocabulary words so they’re not easy to find!

15. Finally, in cell # 30, type your name.
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To print your word search puzzle, click in cell A-1, up in the corner. Stretch across to letter M and down to #30. You will have blue highlighted boxes: 

17. Click “File” and scroll down to “Print”. Click Okay, and TA-DA! You’ve got yourself a word search! Congrats! It will be much smaller than it looks on the screen, but don’t worry—that’s okay. ( 
