Argument: Opposed to world baseball

As an American baseball fan, I am opposed to the idea of global  baseball and a world baseball cup. I even think the World Baseball Classic is a silly idea. Baseball is an American tradition and American sport. We don’t need to spread it around to other countries and play other teams.

The only reason team owners are interested in world baseball is money. They can increase ticket prices here and set up teams in other countries and sell tickets for way more than the new team will be worth. Tickets to see my favorite team at home will be sold at a premium because they’re playing a team from Japan or China or Ghana or god-knows-where and I won’t be able to go and see my home team play.


Team owners will be searching for players from other countries that are really good but also really poor, and these guys will just be happy for the chance to play. They’ll earn more than they ever thought they’d see in their lifetime, which will be millions less than what American teams earn, and the team owners will be reaping the benefits of high ticket prices and low salaries. It’s a money-making scheme to them, and they think nothing of taking it to the people who really love the game: the fans.


What’s next? High ticket prices, high-priced souvenirs, expensive nachos at the games….as a fan, I like going to games but I cringe every time I buy a hotdog and a Mountain Dew. That shouldn’t cost $10! It’s a hotdog! I can get a package of 8 and the grocery store for $8 less than that. Ridiculous.


I also think that if other countries were really interested in their own baseball leagues or becoming a part of the MLB that they would have created their own teams and leagues already. They don’t want baseball because they have sports of their own, like soccer. That game is huge all over the world, except in the U.S. We care about baseball, everyone else cares about soccer or “football” or whatever the bleep they call it.


International baseball is a bad idea because the rules of the game will have to change. American players are more in shape and have more ability to play the game than other athletes around the world. That’s a fact. Other players aren’t as fast or as in shape. It would be a slaughterhouse every time an American team played a team from another country. They’d end up changing the rules and giving the other teams a 3 run lead just to make it sort of even.


Also, things that are considered normal and socially acceptable here aren’t normal elsewhere. How are American teams supposed to adapt to that? How are they supposed to remember all that? They’re going to have to bow to Japan’s team but shake hands with the Europeans? Lame. How about other countries adapt to our customs for a change? How about THEY make accommodations for US? If they’re going to play an AMERICAN sport they should live by American rules and customs. I’m so tired of being politically correct; American sports should be played by Americans or people who want to be Americans. End of story, dude.
Argument: For world baseball


I am a baseball fan living in San Juan Puerto Rico. I love baseball and I am excited about the prospect of baseball becoming a global sport instead of just an American sport.


One of the reasons it excites me is that baseball is such an easy game to learn and so much fun to play. The rules are simple, and you can play baseball all day if you want. Because I live in Puerto Rico, I can play baseball all year and not need to take a break because it’s too cold or rainy. We have a rainy season, but you can still play baseball in the rain or schedule games to be held during the parts of the day when it isn’t going to rain.


If I could play MLB baseball for Puerto Rico, it would be awesome! I’d be able to represent my country AND play a game I love. I wouldn’t be earning as much money as some American players, but that’s okay. Anything is better than what I earn now! Even most Americans don’t earn close to what their favorite players earn, so just about any salary would be fantastic.

I’m also excited about the chance to represent my country. The Olympics come around every 4 years, and I’d be happy to show the world what Puerto Rico can do in between Olympic years. I think it would be helpful in spreading goodwill and world peace. Every 4 years the world comes together and we forget how great it is to have peace with one another. Once the Olympics are over we return to fighting and wars and nothing has changed. I think international baseball could help spread world peace because it reminds us all of the peace that comes with the Olympics and the happiness that people feel when they get together and aren’t mad at one another.


I think it would be great to play in some of the world’s best ballparks. I’ve never been to Wrigley Field or Fenway Park, and it would be an honor to represent my country in such famous ballparks. I’d also like to be able to see the world. If I played baseball for Puerto Rico, I could play a game I loved AND get to travel all over the world and see places I’ve only heard about. That would be AWESOME!!


Finally, I think international baseball is a good idea because it shouldn’t be just an American sport. I think it’s silly to have a World Series that only one nation plays in. They always win! Where’s the competition in that? I think Americans oppose international baseball because they don’t want to admit that other countries might be better than they are, and that scares them. International baseball would make the World Series a real competition. Americans have made everything else in their country a global event. We see more American television than we see Puerto Rican tv! If Americans want to send us their TV and magazines and movies, then they should also send us their sports. I think they’re just being selfish.

